ly
or combined, have rendered-such improvements necessary. The proper accomplishment of this object, seems to require, at the least, a brief history of dental education, as it has existed in this country, together with some remarks relative to the effects, which its different phases may have had, upon the public, as well as upon the profession.
Up to the year 1810, there were but few dentists practicing in this country, and these few had principally obtained the knowledge they possessed of the art, from practitioners in Europe. They were, so far as we are able to judge, all of them, men of some ability, and as well acquainted with the duties devolving upon them, as the existing state of dental science permitted. No works upon operative or mechanical dentistry had been written in this country, and but few in France; in England two or three valuable works relative to the teeth and their treatment had just appeared. It was, however, exceedingly difficult to procure any of these works here, and it was many years before any work of importance to the student of dental surgery [O CT. was published in the United States. In the mean time, the demand for dentists increased.
The few who may be said to have given the profession its first start in this country, were generally doing a good practice; their time was well employed, and their services appreciated. The majority of them, we believe, received students in their offices and taught them the practical part of the art, which consisted, at that time, of carving ivory blocks, extracting and occasionally filling teeth. Owing to the absence of American dental literature, and the scarcity and expense of that published in Europe, it became a matter of necessity that those who, at this time, studied in the United States, should be in many of the more scientific points relating to the profession, most sadly deficient. This was a difficulty in the way of dental education, which could only be overcome by rendering dental works more physician without a practice from filling his pockets with shining teeth, or the dentist from trifling with diseases of which he knew barely the name. There were some few members of the profession then as now, whose interest, it may be, caused them still to advocate the plan, ineffectual as it was; and they, too, asked, what was to hinder the physician or any one else from commencing the practice of dental surgery without due preparation ? It is true, there was no law to prevent it; but those dentists who had the welfare of the public and profession at heart, knew that some guarantee should be given?some distinction should be made, so that patients might know in whom to confide. This course, alone, could secure to the profession the position to which it was entitled, and nothing less than this could purge it of many of its unworthy members. A distinction of any kind that could be recognised by the public, would, if bestowed only upon the worthy, force those who were not entitled to receive it either to qualify themselves or give up the practice of a profession they disgraced.
In 1840, the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery held its first session. The charter of this institution empowered its officers to bestow the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery upon its graduates. About the same time, the American Society of Dental Surgeons was established "for the mutual improvement of its members and the elevation of the profession." It was necessary that the applicant for membership should have practiced a certain length of time and should pass an examination before a committee appointed for that purpose, ere he could be considered a member. The formation of this society was soon followed by others in different parts of the country ; all of them, however, having objects somewhat similar and tending more towards the benefit of the practitioner than the student.
The method of instruction pursued in the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, has now been in successful operation something over ten years ; it was not adopted without due consideration on the part of its faculty. A sufficient proof of its superiority over the plan proposed of adding a course of dental lec- 
